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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED ON



CIBE hereby conveys the following resolutions adopted on the occasion of
its 47  Congress.th

The European sugar beet sector is facing multiple risks and structural
changes which profoundly jeopardize its sustainability and necessitate
adequate responses:

Structural changes in cultivation and processing 
Structural changes in climatic conditions and adoption of low-carbon
practices 
Structural changes in costs of production/income
Structural changes in market disturbances and trading conditions.

Faced with these structural changes, the loss of more than 30,000 farms
growing sugar beet and the closure of 20 beet factories in Europe since
2017 (including 5 closures announced this year alone), the political
framework for the sector needs a reset and structural modifications.
CIBE calls on the European governments and Institutions to put in
place the appropriate short and long-term policies and tools for a
robust and sustainable EU sugar beet sector, one that is attractive,
resilient, competitive and economically viable and to allow our sector
to meet the demand for European agri-food sovereignty, for European
bioeconomy and for carbon neutrality.

CIBE calls for:



Supporting access to effective and affordable means of production such as adapted crop
varieties, including varieties developed with NGTs, effective and affordable plant protection
products (PPPs), precision farming and digitalisation etc., 
Stopping the ban of production means (chemical active substances used in PPPs) when no
effective and affordable alternative exists,
Making effective and financially sound contributions to investment in Research and
Development

AN ATTRACTIVE SUGAR BEET SECTOR: STOPPING THE
DECLINE IN SUGAR BEET PRODUCTIVITY 
1.  Moving out of the technical deadlocks sugar beet growers are facing by:

2. Supporting the adaptation to climate change through the adoption of pragmatic policies

regarding the environment (fertilisers, soil, water) by:

Rewarding sugar beet growers for environmentally friendly and low-carbon practices,
Supporting technical progress and investments,
Reducing the impacts of risks arising from climate changes in cultivation practices,
Avoiding administrative burdens.



A RESILIENT SUGAR BEET SECTOR: COUNTERING
ECONOMIC INSTABILITY & INSECURITY 
3. Stopping the decline of the CAP budget and reinforcing it to maintain an ambitious and dedicated

budget, strengthening its consistency between Member States.

4. Tackling and reducing the threats to European sovereignty in the production of key

agricultural commodities such as sugar and bioethanol, including for the supply of Europe’s

ambition to develop bioeconomy.

5. Promoting the diversification of sugar beet outlets (biofuels, biogas, bio-based products) and

correcting EU policies which prevent and limit such developments.



6.      Addressing the increased volatility, risks and crises in the sugar beet sector by:

Restoring the role of the EU Institutions in market management within the CAP and
implementing management tools which have proven effective in other parts of the world (eg.
surplus sugar to bioethanol, stocks policy, management of imports), 
Improving safety nets and supporting financially risk management tools for efficient
management of multiple and increasing risks,
Adjusting safety nets to the structural changes in costs of production, notably in beet
cultivation.

7.      Improving continuously the contractual framework to ensure balanced terms of beet

purchase and a fair sugar beet income by:

Market information and provisions allowing a fair sharing of the added value along the
supply chain, 
Improving the valorisation of beet pulp and a fair sharing of its proceeds. 



A COMPETITIVE SUGAR BEET SECTOR: DEFENDING A LEVEL
PLAYING FIELD 
8. Reviewing the EU Trade Policy Review agreed in 2021 and aiming at preparing for the world in

2030: the rules-based trade order has drastically changed since then. 

9. Reviewing and redefining European trade policies for key agricultural commodities such as

sugar by:

Moving towards defining complementary trade measures, such as “mirror measures”, “due
diligence” and “adjustment mechanisms” in European law to ensure that imported products
do not harm domestic production and comply with production standards that meet
European requirements, notably on the use of PPPs, in the context of existing and future
bilateral agreements,
Combating the risks of "leakage" due to declining EU productivity and competitiveness,
Listing and addressing the factors leading to non-level playing field with third sugar
producing countries and ensuring controls on agricultural production sites and agri-food
chains in exporting countries, which do not have the same traceability tools,
Opposing bilateral trade agreements, including EU sugar market access concessions, such as
the EU-Mercosur Partnership Agreement, which do not respect the above requirements.



10. Avoiding the negative consequences for European sugar beet growers of the cumulative impact

of market access concessions included in multiple trade agreements.

11. Protecting European sugar beet growers from unfair competition and distortive measures by

third partners that have impacts on global sugar prices.

12. Ensuring stable trade relations and long-term arrangements with Ukraine, taking into

consideration the structural differences between Ukraine and EU agricultural and sugar beet

sectors.


